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Strategy Habitats

Strategy Habitats are habitats of conservation concern within Oregon that provide important benefits to 

Strategy Species. There are 11 Strategy Habitats within the Oregon Conservation Strategy, designated by

ecoregion. Each Strategy Habitat includes a general description, conservation overview, and a list of limiting

factors and recommended approaches. This information is intended to provide a broad view. Conditions

may vary by site, watershed, or ecoregional level based on differences in soil, climate, and management

history. Local conditions will need to be considered when determining site-appropriate conservation actions.

The Strategy describes Specialized and Local Habitats and Habitat Data Gaps that represent important

landscape features not adequately addressed through the 11 Strategy Habitats.

Strategy Habitat Methodology

In the original Oregon Conservation Strategy (released in 2006), Strategy Habitats were determined in a two-

step process. First, best available and most recent (in 2006) vegetation maps were compared to historical

vegetation maps from 1850 to indicate vegetation types experiencing high degrees of loss since European

settlement in Oregon. Second, similar vegetation types were classified into “habitats”, which were then

evaluated for historical importance at the ecoregional scale, emphasizing the amount of remaining habitat

being managed for conservation values, known limiting factors and potential issues impacting habitats,

ecological similarity of habitats, and the importance of each habitat to Strategy Species. The habitats

determined to be of the most importance throughout the state were defined as Strategy Habitats, and were

designated by ecoregion.

In 2016, the Strategy Habitat section was revised to incorporate new science, data, and available tools. A

particular focus was placed on updating the Strategy Habitat map, which is available in several formats:

Download Strategy Habitat map data (GIS raster grid format)

View the Strategy Habitat Map in Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (ODFW) Compass

Technical Supporting Document: Methodology for Updating the Strategy Habitat Map

For additional information on all of Oregon’s native habitats and their conservation, consult the Oregon

Natural Areas Plan.

//oregonconservationstrategy.org/ocs-strategy-species/




Aspen Woodlands

Aspen woodlands are woodland or forest communities, dominated by aspen trees with a forb, grass, or

shrub understory. Aspen woodlands can also occur within conifer forests.





Coastal Dunes

Occurring along the Oregon coastline, coastal dunes provide habitat for species that prefer open, sandy

habitats with a high degree of disturbance from winds and tides.

 





Estuaries

Estuaries occur where freshwater rivers meet the oceanic salty waters, are influenced by tidal flooding, and

experience frequent periodic changes in salinity, water levels, sunlight, and oxygen.





Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats

Flowing Water and Riparian Habitats include all naturally occurring flowing freshwater streams and rivers

throughout Oregon as well as the adjacent riparian habitat.





Grasslands

Grasslands include a variety of upland grass-dominated habitats, such as upland prairies, coastal bluffs,

and montane grasslands.





Late Successional Mixed Conifer Forests

Late successional mixed conifer forests provide a multi-layered tree canopy, including large-diameter trees,

shade-tolerant tree species in the understory, and a high volume of dead wood, such as snags and logs.





Natural Lakes

Natural lakes are relatively large bodies of freshwater surrounded by land. For the purposes of the

Conservation Strategy, natural lakes are defined as standing water bodies larger than 20 acres, including

some seasonal lakes.





Oak Woodlands

Oak woodlands are characterized by an open canopy dominated by Oregon white oak.





Ponderosa Pine Woodlands

Ponderosa pine woodlands are dominated by ponderosa pine, but may also have lodgepole pine, western

juniper, aspen, western larch, grand fir, Douglas-fir, mountain mahogany, incense cedar, sugar pine, or

white fir, depending on ecoregion and site conditions. Their understories are variable combinations of

shrubs, herbaceous plants, and grasses.





Sagebrush Habitats

Sagebrush habitats include all sagebrush steppe- and shrubland-dominated communities found east of the

Cascade Mountains.





Wetlands

Wetlands are covered with water during all or part of the year. Permanently wet habitats include backwater

sloughs, oxbow lakes, and marshes, while seasonally wet habitats include seasonal ponds, vernal pools,

and wet prairies.
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